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of heaven." True practical Christianity (never
let it be forgotten) consists in devoting the heart
and life to God; in being supremely and habitually
governed by a desire to know, and a disposition to
fulfil his will, and in endeavouring, under the in-
fluence of these motives, to "live to his glory.'1
Where these essential requisites are wanting, how-
ever amiable the character may be, however credit-
able and respectable among men; yet, as it pos-
sesses not the grand distinguishing essence, it must
not be complimented with the name of Christianity.
This, however, when the external decorums of reli-
gion are not violated, must commonly be a matter
between God and a man's own conscience; and we
ought never to forget, how strongly we are enjoined
to be candid and liberal in judging of the motives of
others, while we are strict in scrutinizing, and severe
in questioning, our own. And this strict scrutiny is
nowhere more necessary, because there is nowhere
more room for the operation of self-deceit. We are
all extremely prone to lend ourselves to the good
opinion, which, however falsely, is entertained of us
by others; and though we at first confusedly sus-
pect or even indubitably know, that their esteem is
unfounded, and their praises undeserved, and that •
they would have thought and spoken of us very
differently, if they had discerned our secret motives,
or had been accurately acquainted with all the cir-
cumstances of our conduct; we gradually suffer our-
selves to adopt their judgment of us, and at length
feel that we are in some sort injured, or denied our
due, when these false commendations are contra-
dicted or withheld. Without the most
constant watchfulness, and the most close
and impartial self-examination, irreligious
people of amiable tempers, and still more
those of useful lives, from the general po- apt

